



CENTENARY YEAR - 2011

Anyone would be forgiven for asking what exactly occurred during Darwen Cricket Clubs centenary year and you would have to think very carefully to get a full representative picture of events and progress made within the club.

To refresh your memory it all began on the 27th March at the annual ‘Get Together’ when the Conservative member for Rossendale and Darwen, Jake Berry accompanied by his wife officially unveiled the new centenary flag and reviewed the pennants prior to distribution to our Northern League opponents.

Welcomed by the chairman, Graham Ainslie he congratulated the club on achieving such an historic landmark and said that he hoped his visit would be the first of many. 

On the pitch the first eleven reached the play off finals of the Latham Baxendale Twenty/20 cup hosted by Morecambe and following the narrowest of victories in the semi over Blackpool found Kendal worthy opponents in a final that unfortunately proved one bridge too far.

Alex Davies became the first ‘home bred’ to be selected by the England under 17 cricket squad for their tour of South Africa when he performed with distinction top scoring with 143 against Eastern Province under 19’s to supplement tour scores of 45, 47 and 20. Regrettably Alex was restricted to four appearances in the 9 fixture program due to injury but confirmed what a tremendous future lies ahead.

He also became the fourth ‘Darrener’ to make a county appearance, this just two days short of his 17th birthday when he kept wicket in the style of a veteran during a high scoring innings by Glamorgan at Colwyn Bay in a CB 40 fixture conceding no byes. The plaudits from the Lancashire camp and spectators in a good crowd were many and certainly did no harm in advertising the talents of this batsman/gloveman.

A ‘pink day’ on Saturday 4th June, organised by Linda Ainslie and Denise Douglas in aid of Cancer Research saw a tremendous response when 85 ladies enjoyed a magnificent buffet and drinks from mid afternoon until late evening. One member of the committee remarked that he had never seen the club ‘buzzing’ so much in all his time at Birch Hall. The event, which included a raffle raised a healthy £775 for the charity.

The Swing Commanders entertained us at an outdoor evening function at Birch Hall on the 2nd July, the weather being a sample of Darwen’s best for an occasion that saw some 200 guests sit back and enjoy swing music of the highest calibre performed on the back of a curtain sided vehicle. ’Pimms’ and a ‘hog roast buffet’ were the order of the night supplemented by the odd drink or two as appropriate.

A light hearted bowls evening arranged by Ken and Chris Lowe raised money for Cancer Research at the Olive Lane Bowls Club unveiling Derek Hamer as the ‘dark horse’ and a worthy champion, he wrestled the trophy from last years winner Mark Emery.

29 of our staunch golf enthusiasts took part in a challenge match that raised £250 for club funds. Another very enjoyable evening ensued, the competition being arranged by Chris Davies. 

October saw Paul Merson provide a wonderful nights entertainment at the club’s Sportsman’s Dinner held as usual in the Premier Suite at Ewood Park before a near capacity audience of 350. His lifetime experiences in the fast lane had everyone enthralled has he recalled his association with Arsenal, Middlesborough and Portsmouth as well as his management of Walsall. The message ‘don’t gamble’ came across loud and clear. His supporting act comedienne Mike Farrell also found favour with those in attendance and soon put everyone in a relaxed mood. Our thanks go to the organising team of Lee Thompson, Chris Lowe, Mark Emery & John Cordingley, the evening raised a substantial amount for club funds. Local tenor Jim Fitzgerald again acted as compare for the night organizing the auction and raffle.

During the season two very important decisions were taken to improve finances.

Firstly, an approach by Vodafone via agents in January, 2009 set the scene for the erection of a radio mobile phone mast on land currently owned by the club. The initial placement was the green belt land situated Higher Birch Hall but planning permission was withheld. Agreement was reached on a transfer to the main ground with a further application for planning being refused but subsequently voted through at the second attempt. A 25 year lease for this project was accepted with a review every 5 years to maintain parity with market forces. This substantial and important revenue stream will ensure the finances of the club will be protected for many years to come.

Secondly the withdrawal of a substantial brewery sponsorship and a reminder that the club should be trading under the terms and conditions set out in the loan agreement dated February, 2000 when we borrowed £38,000 in order to construct the ‘Peter Lamster’ lounge helped focus minds. Only now did we fully realise and appreciate that an ‘interest free’ loan was far from that stated on the label and we were paying a very high premium on bar purchases. Treasurer Geoff Thompson recommended to the committee that we pay off the current debt of £28,000 and raise the required capital by inviting some 60 members to invest in the club by loaning money in multiples of £500, at an interest rate of 5% payable by voucher for a term time of 5 years with 20% of the loan being repaid annually. A worthwhile £19,500 was raised through 17 contributors and with the shortfall coming from existing club funds the debt was finally cleared on the 30th August. This means we can now trade on the open market for our requirements and more importantly at the right price. The savings generated ensures that the project is ‘self financing’ and leaves a wonderful legacy for the future. 

Finally, it was with sadness that we learnt of the death in April of our much loved and regarded President, William Isherwood .

Bill has he was commonly known to all at Birch Hall could be said to be part of the fixtures and fittings, he was a true gentleman who dedicated over 50 years of his life to the club holding the positions of Secretary, Chairman and President during his long association. It was a truly remarkable history that earned the club’s recognition by the granting of life membership. 

Bill’s thoughts and ideas were often sought on a variety of subjects and his opinions, treated with the utmost respect, would be purposeful and without prejudice. His knowledge and guidance had always been paramount and a major feature in moulding the club into what we have today. He will forever be looked upon as a main contributor to the clubs development and will be remembered by those fortunate to have known him whenever Darwen cricket is the subject of discussion.

It was indeed a pleasure to have known and shared his friendship over many years. 

The year ended similar to its beginning with a club get together on the 21st October incorporating the junior and senior presentations followed by the obligatory hot pot and raffle. The session as always, rounded off a very enjoyable year.

So what appeared to be an inconspicuous season did in fact turn out to be one that promoted Darwen Cricket Club as a well established and organised sporting institution ready for progression to the next chapter, its second centenary.

C. Charnock. (Hon. Secretary.)

Having been associated with Darwen Cricket Club for marginally over 60 per cent of its centenary I would like this evening to outline a sequence of events and decisions that took place during the 2011 season and contributed both to our enjoyment and the clubs financial stability.  I have taken the opportunity to distribute separately in order that the evenings timings can be kept to a minimum and I trust that you will find these of interest.  

Events programmed for the benefit of its members do not, as many believe, materialize out of the blue. In many instances they need careful planning and preparation in order that objectives can be achieved and this is were your committee and volunteers play an important role, as without them the club as we all know, would be dysfunctional and cease to exist..

In today’s fast track world it is so easy to just sit back and let things evolve, but unfortunately without a guiding hand providing the lead, nothing worthwhile comes to fruition. When I look at the facilities available now and compare them to, say ten years or so ago I think of the many members who have donated their time and effort providing for your use and enjoyment the resources we have today.  In making a few hours available to the club in order to continue improvement members would have the satisfaction of building for the future and I know that Graham will be more than pleased to receive any offers of help, however small to enrich the club and to ensure that the good work currently being undertaken continues. 

