Darwen CC 1st XI report 2011
League
The season started with a lot of enthusiasm, with the first XI squad being strengthened with the return of Gareth to the line up.  Hopes were high both on and off the field.  
These hopes seemed confirmed with a comfortable win over Fleetwood in our first game, with resigned pro Zimmy looking in good form.  This was followed up by a good performance away at Kendal with a winning draw.  Our batters looked in great form with Chris Clarke, Alex Davies and Neil Cordingley leading the way for the amateurs.
The losing draw against eventual winners St Annes was very disappointing, as we should have won the game with ease.   Not being able to knock 210 off on a good wicket left us very disappointed.  
The next few games would set the tone for the rest of the season as the rain would frustrate us with a succession of 4 draws left us way of the pace but still playing good cricket.  A good win at Chorley was followed by wins against Lancaster and Preston.   The next game at Morecambe we put in a good performance with the bat.  There was notable 1st wicket stand of 129 out of our score of 260 for 5, with Niall Burke scoring 68 and Alex scoring 65.  We only managed to get Morecambe 7 wickets down for 228 on what was a great batting track.


More frustration followed with a rained off match against the bottom club Carnforth at home.  A win away at Fleetwood was followed by another wash out verses Kendal.
The match verses St Annes was really a must win as with the weather washing out several games, which left us playing catch up.  Alex showed his class with the bat scoring 85 but a score of 226 was always going to be short if there batsman fired, and he did scoring a match winning 107.  Ok we only lost it with 2 balls remaining, but the game to me was a great reflection of our season.  We played good cricket in periods but we were lacking a cutting edge with bat, bowl and in the field.
We gained a winning draw at home to Barrow which saw a return to form for Jordan Clarke who scored a quick 41 out of our score of 208 for 9.  We were denied by a very classy pro in Pieter Malan who scored 126 not out, as Barrow finished 198 for 8.  Although he was adjudged not out, when giving a return catch to Niall in the 1st over of the inning.

The next game at Leyland saw us put in our worst league performance of the season.  The home side posted 257 for 4, the innings included some good batting as well as some very poor bowling and fielding.  The reply got off to a disastrous start as we were 2 for 3 after 4 overs with Alex, Zimmy and Niall all in the hut.  We managed to make the score respectable but never really recovered from our poor start.  We finished on 185 all out with Gareth Cordingley rolling back the years with an unbeaten 79.  There were also some dubious decisions in our inning that helped the opposition.  
We were back to winning ways with a comfortable win against Blackpool at home posting 156 for 8 in 35 overs.  We then bowled Blackpool out for 101 in 30.3 overs, which was a great effort by all the bowlers.

A farcical winning draw at home to Netherfield followed.  Darwen scored 210 for 5 off 39 overs, with Alex and Zimmy scoring half centuries.  Netherfield never really attempted to go for the total finishing on 126 for 5 off their 39 overs.    

We recorded a good win batting 1st against Lancashire Colts, seeing a welcome return to top form for Zimmy who scored 136 not out, well supported by Alex with 67.  244 was always going to be a hard score for “The Colts” to surpass.  They made a good fist of it posting 215 all out with Zimmy completing a great all-round day taking 4 for 65 and Kamran Anwar producing his best spell of the season taking 6 for 51.  
Another rain affected match at home to Morecambe saw us involved in another winning draw, before the season ended disappointingly with 2 abandoned matches at home to Preston and away to Carnforth.
We finished in 7th place which did not really reflect how well we played.  When you look at the league table we only lost 3 games all season, which is less than the champions St Annes.  We also had more abandoned games than all the rest of the league with 6 matches falling fowl of the weather.    
National Cup

We had a good run in the competition this year and can draw on many good experiences.  
Our run started with the return of last year’s first round opponents Neston CC from the Cheshire County League.  The result was the same as the year before with a comfortable win by 10 wickets.  We definitely got the better end of the competitions rain rules.
Away at Northern league opponents Kendal was our second round fixture.  We posted a very competitive 214 for 9, with Zimmy scoring 88 and Chris Clarke scoring 73.
A solid bowling performance saw us through as Kendal were eventually bowled out for 187 in the last over.
The third round tie at Roe Green CC was a good day out for the club and its followers.  It was a rainy day which saw the start delayed and the game reduced to 37 over’s.  Roe green batted first and posted a score 163 for 7.  As a team we thought they were a long way short of what was required after losing both form men Alex and Chris early on, it was down to the captain (66) and the pro (77) to score then rest in an unbeaten stand of 151.  This was much to the distain of a partisan home crowd the Towers went home happy and dreaming of a regional final.
The actual regional final never really happened as the game came down to a loss in a bowl out to Prestwich.  This was obviously disappointing to lose like this, and to a team we beat comfortably the previous year in the same competition.

Still we should be very proud of how the club was represented in the competition.  We won each game comfortably and will look to work on our bowl out capabilities.

Twenty20 Competition    
The Twenty20 competition was up there in our priorities this year with such an average showing in the previous year.
We qualified from our group winning 5 games out of 6 to progress to the finals day at Morecambe.

The finals day at the second time of trying was a great day out.  We played Blackpool in the semi final.  Batting 1st we posted 135 for 7 on a slow track.  The main performer with the bat was myself with a score of 33.  The Blackpool innings relied heavily on their pro Con De Lange who offered a few chances that were not taken.  When he was out for 52, the game was finally balanced.  The game came down to the final ball, scores level, with Blackpool only needing to either keep their wicket or score a run.  The ball was a viscous ball that reared at the batter, who popped it up to the short fielder to give us the win by virtue of fewer wickets lost.
We went into the final against Kendal full of confidence.  We loss the toss and were put into the field.  Kendal’s pro Jamie How put in the batting performance of the day scoring 66 on a slowing wicket.  The captain managed to come away with figures of 3 for 15 of 4 overs bowling off-spin which he had started bowling 3 hours before.  Kendal finished on 126 for 8 off their 20, a score which we felt we could reach with ease.  Our reply in truth never really got going with us losing wickets at regular intervals.  We eventually were all out for 92 in the final over.
This was a great day out for the club it was unfortunate that we did not play to our best in the final but Kendal were worthy winners in the end.  

Concluding remarks
Our Centenary season can go down from my point of view as a successful one.  We put in some fantastic performances in the league and the cups.  Young players made significant improvements such as Niall Burke who improved with the ball and Kamran Anwar who struggled to fine the previous seasons form with the ball, but realised some of his potential with the bat.  Chris Wade struggled at times with injury but still put in some match winning spells.  Chris Clarke showed some of his best form in years during the season, with  brother  Jordan performing superbly behind the stump and making some great contributions with the bat. The more experienced players also put in some good performances showing the team has a good balance of youth and experience.
A special mention must go out to Alex Davies for his achievements this year with Darwen, Lancashire and England.  It is a privilege to watch a player of Alex’s calibre and fills you with pride that he was born and bred in Darwen.  We all wish him the best over the winter.

I would like to thank each player who has played in the team this year for their efforts.  This team is a team that is capable of winning leagues and cups.  We have a lot of natural ability in the team and this  needs to be utilised in the next few years. 
Let’s hope we have better weather in 2012!!
